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Please Read – Important Information:
· When people are not used to the high elevation, they may experience “acute mountain sickness.” The symptoms are headache, malaise, nausea and vomiting and shortness of breath. Cases are usually mild and will abate within a few days of a person becoming acclimatized to the increased elevation. 

· Best not to overexert the first few days. It is very important to drink lots of water and limit alcohol consumption. 

· The Academy is on the Front Range of the Rockies and is at 7300 feet above sea level. Weather at the Academy is highly unpredictable and can change rapidly, even from hour to hour. Sunny and warm one day and rainy, foggy and very cold the next day. At Graduation time, the normal Colorado weather is dry and sunny with cool evenings. But some past Academy graduations were held in very cold, wet weather.

· Plan on layering of clothes, where you can be comfortable during a 40°F early morning fog and then a burning hot noonday sun and can stand a downpour or heavy gusts of wind. All in one day!

· People sunburn easily because the thin atmosphere allows UV radiation and people can dehydrate quicker, too, as perspiration will evaporate quicker. Drink water every chance you get. Know that no umbrellas are allowed in the Stadium or parade bleachers.

· Remember to LEAVE EARLY! 
• 2 hours before an event is reasonable 
• Heavy traffic, individual inspection, parking, waiting for shuttles, and security measures will create delays. We are but a handful of the hundreds or thousands attending the events. 20,000 people are expected to attend the Graduation. 

· General Guidelines for Special Events and Permissible Items:
• Need ID at all times 
Permitted: 

· Hand or shoulder bags (larger than usual will be searched, so plan for delays). Clear plastic bags speeds you thru security 

· Unopened, sealed transparent drink containers (water bottles must be unopened)
· Cameras (those with telephoto lens will be inspected) 

· Personal sized video cameras and camcorders 

· Medical supplies and equipment


Not Permitted:

· Coolers, boxes, thermoses or drink cups or glass containers, alcohol, firecrackers, umbrellas 

· Bring chapstick and your own “smart and dashing” wide-brimmed hat.

· Sunscreen, Sunscreen, Sunscreen—I cannot stress this enough!

· All drivers must have a valid driver’s license or a Dept of Defense (DoD) ID card and be ready to present if asked. The driver also needs to display prominently the Base Access and Parking Pass inside the vehicle. The driver needs to be prepared to present proof of insurance car insurance and either valid vehicle registration documents or car rental agreement.

· Use the USAFA NORTH GATE Exit #156B off I-25 for easier access and to be closer to events.

· Read the electronic marquees at USAFA’s entrances and tune in to local media for real-time updates and any security changes to the Force Protection Condition.

· While at USAFA, the driver can be ticketed for talking on cell phones while driving, speeding, and parking illegally. BE CAREFUL!

Sunday, May 28
Baccalaureate Service
8:00-9:00.....................Catholic Mass, Squadrons 25-36 
9:00-10:15...................Protestant Service, Squadrons 19-36 
10:00-11:00.................Catholic Mass, Squadrons 13-24 
11:00-12:00.................Jewish Service, Squadrons 1-36
*11:00-12:15.................Protestant Service, Squadrons 1-18 
12:00-1:00...................Catholic Mass, Squadrons 1-12

*This is the service we will be attending

The following is a quote from a parent regarding the Baccalaureate Service:

“The Baccalaureate message by Chaplain Colonel Whittington was the most appropriate possible start to the week.  We universally were pleased to have heard him speak.  He talked on the last four words of the cadet oath, "So Help Me God."  This ending to the Commissioning Oath is a prayer added -- not scripted -- by George Washington when he took office. As you all may know, to this day, it is included in government swearing in ceremonies. His delivery was powerful -- I cannot understate the impact hearing the historical background

and importance of these four words on each of our group.  With "High Flight" sung by the chorale group as part of the worship, and the majesty of the organ playing, this morning was a graduation highlight.
RECEPTION FOR THE CLASS OF 2006 AND FAMILIES


This is an opportunity for the Class of 2006 and their families to meet the Academy's senior staff and tour the historic Superintendent's quarters, The Carlton House. 

1:00 - 2:00 p.m..................................3rd Cadet Group (Squadrons 19-27) 
2:15 - 3:15 p.m..................................4th Cadet Group (Squadrons 28-36) 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m..................................1st Cadet Group (Squadrons 1-9) 
*4:45 - 5:45 p.m..................................2nd Cadet Group (Squadrons 10-18)
*This is when we will be attending

Monday, May 29
Awards Ceremony and Wreath Laying Ceremony – 10:00 a.m.

This is when squadron awards are given. The guidon bearers approach the Reviewing Officers and the ribbons are placed on the guidon (a small flag; especially : one borne by a military unit as a unit marker). Awards are given for academics, spirit, and marching and other positive achievements. All the squadrons will pass in review of the Reviewing Stand. Note the General’s blue flags with the appropriate number of stars. 
 
The Superintendent unveils the Memorial Day Wreath for “the soldiers gone before.” The Honor Guard performs a 21-gun salute and Taps is played as F-16s zoom overhead and execute the “Missing Man” formation. See how one of the jets veers away from the others. “Heart-swelling.” 

The following awards will be presented at a Cadet Wing Parade:

(1)  AFA Trophy (first in Outstanding Squadron Competition)

(2)  Malanaphy Trophy (first in Intramural Athletic Competition)

(3)  Gillen-Slezak Trophy (first in Intercollegiate Athletic Participation)

(4)  Air Education and Training Command Trophy (first in Academic Achievement)

(5)  Air Force Space Command Trophy (first in Military Proficiency)

(6)  Steinhardt-Sherlock Trophy (first in Drill and Ceremonies)

(7)  Association of Graduates Trophy (Outstanding Group Award)

(8)  Superintendent's Trophy (Athletic Excellence)

(9)  Air Force Academy Foundation Trophy (Excellence in Leadership and Scholarship)

(10)  Airlift/Tanker Association Trophy (Core Values Squadron Award)
Family Dinner at Buca di Beppo – 6:30 p.m.
Please join us at for a family dinner at Buca di Beppo. This will be an evening to relax and enjoy being together to celebrate this special time. Buca de Beppo is located at 7252 N. Academy Blvd.

(719) 260-0444
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Tuesday, May 30
Graduation Parade – 10:00 a.m.

This parade should not be missed-it is one of the most important parades (and the last) in the cadet’s life. Arrive early and make sure you sit in the corresponding bleachers where the squadron marker is (little flag on field). Sit a few rows up for best view.


History:  In a cadet’s first summer, the Acceptance Parade marks the successful completion of Basic Cadet Training (BCT or “Beast”). When this class finished their BCT, they marched together onto the Parade Field and were ACCEPTED, into the Cadet Wing. The newly formed 4,000-strong Cadet Wing left the field in unison. The Cadet Wing then split into squadrons and each squadron awarded their Doolies their first shoulder boards which denote rank. 
 
Today, nearly four years later, the Cadet Wing will march in together onto the Parade Grounds. At the end of the ceremony, the members of the graduating class will separate and move toward the stands, leaving their under-classmen at the back of the field. The Cadet Wing (underclassmen) will then march in review in front of the soon-to-be 2LTs and exchange salutes with their squadron mates. When the Wing has passed by, the graduates will be given an “About Face” command and will face the stands full of well-wishers. They will hold that position for photos but that will be less than a full minute, so act quickly. Next, the graduates will be dismissed and you can join them on the field. 

A couple of subtle things to watch/listen during the parade:

· When the squadrons are all assembled on the field and the Wing Commander calls for “Roll Call” - it has been tradition to play a little game here! In 2006, First Group announced that “2” cadets were missing. Second Group announced that “0” cadets were missing. Third Group announced that “0” cadets were missing and Fourth Group announced that “6” cadets were missing. Of course, that was not correct but it numbered out the year of the graduating class-2006. 

· In the second rank of the color guard, behind the U.S. and Air Force flags are the colors of the four classes at the Academy.  On the right, in the position of honor, will be the color of the graduating class and then the colors of the successive classes.  After the graduating class leaves the Cadet Wing, the colors will pass in review and then it will be furled and cased.  At any parades before acceptance, the cased colors will be on the left, still cased, awaiting the acceptance of the next graduating class.  At that acceptance parade, when the new class joins the Wing after BCT, the colors will be unfurled, symbolic of that class joining the Wing.  Again the color will work its way from left to right, year by year, etc.  It’s a fine tradition that most folks never notice.
Commissioning Ceremony- 8:00 p.m.
The Commissioning Ceremony is when the cadets receive their new rank of Second Lieutenant and take the Oath of Office. About 30 cadets from Squadron 15 will be individually commissioned in alphabetical order and each will take about 5 minutes. Many say this is the most emotional time of all the events during Graduation Week because cadets give great care to selecting who will participate and who will administer the Oath of Office. Only active or retired military and a select few others can administer the Oath.

Commissioning Ceremony- 8:00 p.m. (cont)

Mike has asked our former neighbor and 2002 USAFA graduate, 1Lt Leonardo Tongko to administer the Oath of Office. Leo is a flight instructor at Laughlin Air Force Base in Del Rio, Texas. He mentored Mike before and during Mike’s acceptance to USAFA. We are very pleased that Leo was able to fly in from Texas to take part in this very special moment.


When it is his turn, Mike will move to the front of the room. Paperwork is signed by two parties. Mike will face Leo and both will raise their right hands. The Oath will be on a cue card in large letters behind the soon-to-be lieutenant. The Oath is read and repeated. 

Oath of Allegiance to the United States:

I _______ having been appointed a Second Lieutenant in the United States Air Force, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. SO HELP ME GOD.

After the Oath is over and the salutes have been exchanged, the new officer will face the audience and the chosen family members put on the gold bar shoulder boards. 
Graduation Ball – Following Commissioning Ceremony

Following the commissioning ceremony, we will “drop in” at the Graduation Ball held in the Arnold Ballroom. This a celebration ball for the graduating class and their guests. We probably will not stay long because it will have been a long day and we have to get up early the next morning for GRADUATION!

Wednesday, May 31
Graduation Day

Stadium gates open at 8:00 a.m. Please note that once the ceremony begins at 10:00, no one will be permitted to leave the stadium until after the Thunderbirds performance (about 12:45 p.m.) Due to security restrictions in Falcon Stadium, all guests will pass through metal detectors and may have purses or personal items searched. Clear, unopened water bottles will be permitted. Refreshments will be available from vendors throughout the stadium. Think dressing in layers! Past experience has been that it is very cold until 10 am and then can get extremely warm for the next 3 hours and then change again.. Sometimes, there have been light showers. Bring sunscreen. You MUST HAVE A TICKET to get in. Allow time for the searches— BE EARLY!! While you are waiting, go through the program and mark off your cadet’s friends so that you can cheer for them along with your cadet!
Generally Permitted (may be searched) 

· Hand/shoulder bags 

· Diaper bags (accompanied by child) 

· Unopened drink containers (sealed, transparent plastic bottles only)
· Bottle water must remain sealed until you’ve entered the stadium. 

· Cameras (w/ telephoto lens—security will ask you to detach for inspection) 

· Video cameras / camcorders 

· Medical supplies / equipment 
Not Permitted (dispose of prior to entry) 

· Coolers (medical exception only) 

· Boxes 

· Opened beverage containers (including thermoses or drink cups) 

· Alcohol 

· Firecrackers or other celebratory incendiary devices 

· Glass containers (medical exception only) 

The order of events:

A few speeches, some groups recognized, people welcomed The Speaker is Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld and then the event you have been waiting for!

The top 10% of the graduating class will be recognized first. When the diplomas are handed out, each squadron is called forward in numerical order and the cadets are called alphabetically within the squadron. The squadrons are split in half as they approach the stage. Alternating from the two ends of the stage, cadets will be called forward by name where they will receive their diplomas, shake hands with the dignitaries, and then walk down the stage in front to be greeted by someone within their squadron.  Each cadet will be given about 3 seconds of recognition before the next name is called. In about an hour’s time, the entire graduating class will receive their diplomas. The blue box each graduate receives as their names are announced contains a diploma on parchment, their commission on parchment, and a diploma on a wooden plaque. 
12 noon    Hat Toss
Thunderbird Fly-Over

After the last cadet gets the diploma, the Commandant of Cadets shouts “Class Dismissed.”  This is the cue for the now 2LTs to throw their white hats into the air and for the Thunderbirds to begin their performance.  Custom has it for the owner of the hat to place some money or a note in the hat. Children ages 7-10 only will be allowed on the Stadium floor to retrieve and keep one hat.
Note: We made sure our cadet knew where we were seated and we waited for him to come up to us after all the celebrating on the field.

The USAF Thunderbirds Demonstration takes place over Falcon Stadium immediately following the graduation ceremony. The team is comprised of selected pilots assigned to demonstrate the coordination, discipline, and flying ability that combat-capable pilots require to fulfill their vital role in our nation's defense. 
The Air Force Song 
  Off we go into the wild blue yonder,
  Climbing high into the sun;
  Here they come zooming to meet our thunder,
  At 'em boys, giv 'er the gun!
  Down we dive spouting our flame from under,
  Off with one hell-uv-a-roar!
  We live in fame or go down in flame
  Nothing'll stop the US Air Force!   
  Minds of men fashioned a crate of thunder,
  Sent it high into the blue;
  Hands of men blasted the world asunder,
  How they lived God only knew!
  Souls of men dreaming of skies to conquer
  Gave us wing, ever to soar.
  With Scouts before and bombers galore, 
  Nothing can stop the US Air Force!   
  Here is a toast to the host of those who love the vastness of the sky,
  To a friend we send the message of his brother men who fly.
  We drink to those who gave their all of old,
  Then down we roar to score the rainbow's pot of gold.
  A toast to the host of men we boast, 
  The US Air Force.
  Off we go into the wild blue yonder,
  Keep the wings level and true!
  If you'd live to be a gray-haired wonder,
  Keep the nose out of the blue!
  Flying men guarding our nation's borders,
  We'll be there followed by more.
  In echelon we carry on!
  Nothing'll stop the US Air Force.
